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At last— “I must go back to my people now,” she said, 
“ and they shall be happy once more.” 

She then took the remaining seed of the bracken-flower, 
and held it in her hand. This seed, like the other, spoke^ 

and said . I( ^ ^ ou want a Q ueen to be 

Shut your eyes and swallow me.” 

So she swallowed the seed, and fell into a deep sleep, as 
before; and when she awoke, she was a tall, beautiful queen. 

There was great rejoicing, when she returned to her 
kingdom. She and her people soon had the stone prisons 
pulled down, and gardens planted in their place; and 
everybody had time to wander in the fields and woods, and 
enjoy themselves. 

She was a good queen. But she, and her city, and her 
people have long since passed away. 

Fields of yellow colza, red clover, and blue flax-flower 
cover the spot where her palace once stood. The trees of the 
forest have all died down, and new ones been planted ; which 
are now trimmed into such shape that the place looks like a 
great hop-garden. 

Only the sea is the same ; and in sight of the long, white 
waves, on a rising ground, stands a tall, smooth pillar of 
granite. 

ihe people of the country call it a Menhir. They say that 
it has been always there, from the beginning of the world ; 
and there it will always remain ; for no one can dig deep 

en< r'h^ t0 r ° 0t U ^' n ° man knows how it came there, 

e sea knows. Ihe sea has many secrets; and most of 
em it 'eeps. But one day, last summer, as I sat by the 
s ore, it told me this ; and I have told no one but you. 

Z. A. E. N. 


BOOKS. 


Lady Isabel Margesson is so well known to the readers of the Parents' 
Review , that it is only necessary to mention this book and its author 
to ensure a large demand for it. It is practical and suggestive 

Hand Gymnastics , by Ridley Prentice, author of “The Musician” 
{is. 6 d.), Novello, Ewer cSr Co. Every teacher of the pianoforte should 
buy this little book, and train their pupils to practice the exercises ten 
minutes every day. Mr. Prentice observes that a few gymnastics every 
day are worth more than half-an -hour’s practice twice a week. Mr. 
Prentice’s aim is to sketch out a course of gymnastics, so complete, 
that the various sets of muscles in the wrist, the hand, the lingers, and 
to a certain extent in the arm also, should receive due development. 
Many music students develope some weakness in linger, hand, or arm, 
owing to excessive practice at the key board, and are compelled to rest. 

Is there no remedy for this? Mr. Prentice answers Yes, the hand 
should undoubtedly be subjected to a simple, yet scientific, course of 
gymnastic exercise before any attempt is made at playing, and this 
training should be persevered in afterwards, during the years of musical 
study.” 

Each exercise is well drawn, and most explicit directions are given. 

The Musician . by Ridley Prentice, is. each, in six grades, Swan, 
Sonnenschein & Co., is a most suggestive book. A course of pieces 
for children, beginning with the simplest, is given, and a short analytical 
study is made of each, to enable the little pianist to understand and 
play his piece intelligently. The pupils thus gain a knowledge of the 
general plan on which music is written, also of the details of phrasing 
and rythm, which cause increased interest in their work, and therefore 
more rapid progress. 

The following list indicates the first piece in each successi\e gra e. 

Grade I. — Melody, No i, ‘Album’ Op. 68. Schumann. 

Grade II.— Rondo in C, Op. 51, No. 1. Beethoven . 

Grade III.- Sonata in G, Op. 14. No. 2 Beethoven- 

Grade IV.— Sonata in B fiat (No. to, Colte). Mozart. 

Grade V. — Sonata in Aflat, Op. 26. Beethoven. 

Grade VI. — Andanta and Ronde Capriccioso. 1 en t 


Oear Editor,— I n my last letter I referred t0 /^^of "members of 
?orum which seemed to me worthy of the atttn 10 eas jjy to be 
he P.N.E.U., and regretted that the maga ^ f n ^ a r * ader s most kindly 
Stained in English libraries. Thereupon one y Oscar 
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books. 


The subject is followed 


tunity of thanking her again for her kindness. ^ 

up in a later number of the Forutu by an article on Mental Growth,” 
by President G. Stanley Hall, of the National Association for the 


Study of Children,” extracts from which are given in the Literary 
World for May 25th. 

In the Literary World for the previous week is a long notice of a 
book called “ Mental Development in the Child” by Prof. Preyer, of 
Jena, of which a translation has just been published in the “ International 
Education Series.” It contains his latest conclusions and precepts upon 
the same subject as his earliei book, “The Mind of the Child,” and 
is intended not so much for professional thinkers and scientific teachers 
as for parents in general and especially mothers. 

The Jour?ial of Education for June 1 contains an interview with 
Prof. Sully on the value of a study of Psychology to a teacher. Referring 
to the examination for the Teaching Diploma at London University he 
said that there were five women candidates to one man, and the difference 
in the way they handle a class is indescribable. There is hardly a man 
who can give a respectable lesson. There are two reasons why men do 
not usually go through a course of training in teaching; as a rule, head- 
masters do not encourage men to do so. A good bat or a good degree 
gets the best appointment. Then there is in England no training college 
for men who wish to take up teaching in the secondary schools. Our best 
hope of reform is that middle-class parents, who have to pay for the 
training of teachers in elementary schools, will not, he thinks, long endure 
the anomaly of untrained teachers in the schools where their own children 
are taught. He further considered that much as there is in our public 
schools to develop the qualities necessary for an active career, there is 
still much improvement possible on the moral side. The luxurious standard 
in force in them must surely tend to weaken moral fibre. 

n the Atlantic Monthly , M. V. O’Shea complains that Normal Schools 
as at present managed do not fulfil the purpose for which they are 
dnimr e . * i!'!*’ tla * n ’ n £ teachers in the art of teaching, but are rather 
ThV/TV^/ Can and Sh ° Uld P r °P erl y be done in the High school. 
methnH Ch T? ntcle of April 20th contains a description of Dr. Bridge’s 
Abbev 0<< p CaC lm ^ elementar y music to the choir-boys at Westminster 
with snppH 1S rnusica ^ gestures is not only novel, but combines 

course of^ n'l 'u* the UnUSUal of faithfulness. In the 

obtain from & 1 e bo >' s ff et as much physical exercise as they would 

of £ the Th ' importance of securing .he 

of their minds ° 1 ] P ovvers of children concurrently with the cultivation 
J IZZu Z *T *°? ( ” in,ed !>« ■■ i» not often that 

catarC„ce d bv ?h,T oomioinetl a, in the system of musical edu- 

■he t r. f anis ' ° f * he Abb ' y -" 

children and vonno- 1 contains a “Symposium” on instructing 
which they ate exposed 0 ^ vf- 1 ° Certain P h y sical and moral dangers to 
the result is inadeauate r " f * C 1 several well-known writers take part, but 
its Perils H ‘ R - J ° neS ’ artide 00 “ InfanCy : 

again later. ’ tne J ^ uman ^tcirian , to which I hope to refer 


Pater Junior. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 


DEAR Editor. — In answer to Mrs. Bayne’s request, I should like 
to recommend Mr. Badley’s school, Bedale, Hayward’s Heath. Mr. 
Badley and his three masters are all enthusiastic teachers, who teach on 
the newest lines, and certainly succeed in arousing the intelligence and 
interest of the boys. The house stands in thirty acres of ground, and the 
pupils get plenty of exercise in the open air, gardening and playing 
games, also swimming in the lake, over the narrow part of which the boys 
have lately erected a strong bridge. Music is a special feature of Bedales, 
and strange to say the boys who go there, knowing modern languages, do 
not forget them. Natural history and practical elementary science are 
thoroughly taught. The boys keep pets, and have a Library, a Museum, 
Cricket Club, Tennis Club, and Animal Club. In the last, they study the 


habits and food of their pets. 


A. Longfield. 


Dear Editor,— I should like to recommend to “An Anxious M « ther 

two little books by Aley Fox, entitled “The PatriarcTs and Leaders o, 

Israel,” and “ The Judges and Kings of Israel,” each ^D^Uyne 

by Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton and Kent. Dr. Walsham - J 

Bishop of Chester, Ur. S.ra.on ond Ur. J,.bo. ha~.il ** 
highly of these books. Ihe latter writing. J inte iijo-ent children.” 
lively, clear and reverent — as will attract and in ei - P ^i essons , and I 
Many mothers have found them a great help m the ■ . ’ 

can recommend them cordially to others who maj no 

E Petrie. 


Dear Editor,— I shall be pleased to, 'end book containing the 

'ell,” in January number of the Parents <- • 1 > penshurst, South 

— 1 _U_ : octnf hv applying to meal r 


